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FDA Approval for Total Circular Compounds®             

Containing Recycled HDPE 

 

Brussels, April 18, 2018 - The US Food and Drug Administration has determined that Total’s 

secondary recycling process at its Antwerp Belgium site for the production of High Density 

Polyethylene (HDPE) Circular Compounds is effective in reducing contaminants from Post-

Consumer Recycled HDPE (PCR-HDPE) material to an extent which allows for its use in food 

packaging.  

Consequently, rPE 6306, a Circular Compound containing 50% post-consumer HDPE 

produced in Antwerp, meets the FDA requirements for use in the production of bottles for milk 

and juices, meat trays and other food packaging products at room and refrigeration 

temperatures. In Europe, this recognition paves the way for the use of the grade in demanding 

applications. 

 ‘’We had already demonstrated that a compound containing post-consumer HDPE and a 

specifically developed virgin ’booster’ product provides the same or even better performance 

than conventional virgin product. Now, we are pleased to have received the non-objection letter 

from the US Food and Drug Administration confirming the success of our efforts in upgrading 

recyclates. It is a milestone in the approval process. Our development contributes to a Circular 

Economy by enabling the use of recyclates in more and more applications,’’ stated Jean 

Viallefont, Vice President Polymers Europe for Total. 

Total has also developed a range of polypropylene Circular Compounds with a high content of 

post-consumer recyclates which match key performance requirements for many applications 

including crates, caps, bottles and pails. In addition, Total continues to progress in its effort to 

industrialize the polystyrene recycling process on its own production lines.  

 

About Total Polymers 

The Total Polymers Business Unit is part of the Refining & Chemicals division of the Total 

Group. In the field of polymers, Total combines its industry leading technologies, capabilities 

and expertise in catalysis, processes and products to provide high performance and 

sustainable solutions for its customers. Total uses renewable bio-sourced and recycled 



  

feedstocks and supports initiatives that aim to reduce its carbon footprint, in line with its 

commitment to better energy. www.polymers.total.com 

About Total 

Total is a global integrated energy producer and provider, a leading international oil and gas 

company, a major player in low-carbon energies. Our 98,000 employees are committed to 

better energy that is safer, cleaner, more efficient, more innovative and accessible to as many 

people as possible. As a responsible corporate citizen, we focus on ensuring that our 

operations in more than 130 countries worldwide consistently deliver economic, social and 

environmental benefits. www.total.com 
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Cautionary note  

This press release, from which no legal consequences may be drawn, is for information 
purposes only. The entities in which TOTAL S.A. directly or indirectly owns investments are 
separate legal entities. TOTAL S.A. has no liability for their acts or omissions. In this 
document, the terms “Total” and “Total Group” are sometimes used for convenience where 
general references are made to TOTAL S.A. and/or its subsidiaries. Likewise, the words “we”, 
“us” and “our” may also be used to refer to subsidiaries in general or to those who work for 
them. 

This document may contain forward-looking information and statements that are based on a 
number of economic data and assumptions made in a given economic, competitive and 
regulatory environment. They may prove to be inaccurate in the future and are subject to a 
number of risk factors. Neither TOTAL S.A. nor any of its subsidiaries assumes any obligation 
to update publicly any forward-looking information or statement, objectives or trends 
contained in this document whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
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